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De 

spectaculis

Ye servants of God, about to draw near to God, that you may make 

solemn consecration of yourselves to Him, seek well to understand the condition 

of faith, the reason of the Truth, the laws of Christian discipline, which forbid 

among other sins of the world, the pleasures of the public shows

our very dwelling places are not altogether free 

from idols
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3 

Laws

that the whole city may be one wall, having all the houses capable of defence 

by reason of their uniformity and equality towards the streets. The form of the 

city being that of a single dwelling will have an agreeable aspect, and being 
4

the State 

may create in the souls of its individual citizens that habit and proportion which 
5

6
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the dignity of the city lies in the virtue and 

piety of its inhabitants; this is a city’s dignity, and ornament, and defence 7 

8 

9

tabernacles in heaven

our city has become all at once a monastery

Panegyric on St. Basil

won 

the real practice of virginity, turning inward the view of beauty, from the visible 

into invisible... Moreover he reconciled most excellently and united the solitary 

and the community life... he brought them together and united them, in order 

that the contemplative spirit might not be cut off from society, nor the active 
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interchange of their several gifts, they might unite in promoting the one object, 

the glory of God

the new city, the 

of their wealth, aye, and even their necessaries, are stored, in consequence of 

his exhortations, freed from the power of moth, no longer gladdening the eyes 

of the thief, and escaping both the emulation of envy, and the corruption of 

time

In this 

mountain is a great church... Adjoining the church is a house in which the 

strangers who arrive there may lodge, and if any man wished to work there one 

year, or two, or until he departed of his own accord he may do so... All these 

people worked at the weaving of linen with their hands, and there was no needy 

man there. Now when the evening cometh thou must rise up to hear the praises, 

and the Psalms, and the prayers which are sent up to Christ by the people from 

the monasteries which are there, and a man might imagine, his mind being 

exalted, that he was in the Paradise of Eden  
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metropolis, not in the earth, but in heaven

Jerusalem above the object not of sight but of contemplation, 

wherein is our commonwealth, and whereto we are pressing on; whose citizen 

born who are written in heaven, and feast around its great Founder 

in contemplation of His glory, and take part in the endless festival; her mobility 

consisted in the preservation of the Image, and the perfect likeness to the 

Archetype, which is produced by reason and virtue and pure desire, ever more 

and more conforming, in things pertaining to God, to those truly initiated into 

the heavenly mysteries; and in knowing whence, and of what character, and to 

what end we came into being

Jerusalem can be taken in four 

senses: historically, as the city of the Jews; allegorically, as the Church of 

Christ; anagogically, as the heavenly city of God which is the mother of as all; 

tropologically, as the soul of man, which is frequently subject to prise or blame 

from the Lord under this title  
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the Church is nothing 

else than a house built of the souls of us men

we may 

see a multitude, forming generally the wide space and the whole extend of 

the circumference; for the body of large occupies the place of those stones of 

which the outer walls are built

Vision of 

Paul

and I entered and saw 

the City of Christ, and it was all of Gold, and twelve walls encircled it, and 

twelve interior towers, and each wall had between them single stadia in the 

circuit... And there were twelve gates in the circuit of the city, of great beauty, 

and four rivers which encircled it. ...And I saw in the midst of this city a great 

altar, very high.
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the stones of the church 

from their earthly places to the heavenly building

22

De arca Noe mystica and De 

claustro animae 
23

24

monastery and city cities 

25
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