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Preface 

 

At the beginning of the 21st century, faced with the challenges of climate change, depletion of resources, high 

environmental pollution, and hints at an uncertain future, we are questioning the various roles of architecture.  

Whether technological development and the use of new concepts in design, the use of new materials in 

construction, the use of new tools in the creation of concepts can provide an answer, is the theme of the 

conference and exhibition “Challenges in Design”. 

 

The new concept of architectural objects and the use of materials in the isolation of objects and the concept of 

facade envelope are an inspiration and a challenge in creation. Is art a part or is it against the concept of an 

architectural work – art vs architecture. Whether architecture and new media and the use of virtual and 

augmented reality can be tools in architectural design is the question of the position of architecture in the 

digital era – from parametric design to VR and AI, as tools in design. In addition to new buildings in the 

transformation of the city and the change in the structure of activities, there are many huge abandoned 

industrial buildings, which refers to the topic of reconstruction – reworking of the city and architecture – 

reworking of architecture and the city – reuse of abandoned buildings and places. 

 

The conference will explore and discuss the complexity and different meanings of architecture. These topics 

will consider the essence of architecture through all its dimensions, always thinking of it as an art and a 

philosophical reflection on architecture. The essence will be considered through different points, processes and 

trends that contribute to new aesthetics and functionality: globalization, new approaches to design, innovative 

technologies, projects, and materials. A special block of topics is focused on the challenges in architecture and 

urban design in terms of how we can reshape the future in creating sustainability after the pandemic and how 

we can reset the sustainable development goals for the challenges of the pandemic – from the perspective of 

research, policy, or practice. 

 

In the past year, many conference programs were focused on that topic, such as the New European Bauhaus 

initiative for green sustainable cities, or the COP 27 UN conference on climate change and impacts, many also 

implemented educational programs at universities, as well as charters and declarations in associations. That is 

why it is particularly interesting how cities will be organized in future development, how to improve the quality 

of work and life, and how architecture can help through the organization of space and materialization. In 

particular, the further improvement of information technology, which has made an outstanding contribution, 

enabling the holding of study programs in the faculties, as well as the holding of conferences and meetings. 

 

 

Editor 

https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/about/about-initiative_en
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop27
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Abstract: The concept of genius loci is rooted in the idea that people who spend time in a particular place create 
its atmosphere and character. Phenomenology, a philosophical perspective that emphasizes the subjective 
experience of individuals, is particularly relevant in understanding and experiencing the genius loci. 
Phenomenology emphasizes the need to acknowledge existing patterns of space usage and reflect on the spirit 
of the place rather than imposing a homogenous design that aims to protect the built environment. By focusing 
on the lived experiences and perceptions of individuals within a place, instead of enforcing predetermined values 
or interpretations, we can better understand and preserve its genius loci. Based on the presented previous 
research in this paper, it is clear that the current approach to understanding genius loci should shift its focus from 
signifiers of the past to the users who actively shape and experience the place in the present. The theoretical 
framework of this paper is defined by Husserl's and Heidegger's perspectives on phenomenology – 
transcendental approach and hermeneutic approach. The aim of this paper is to emphasize the importance of 
understanding the unique qualities and characteristics of a location and integrating them into the design process. 
By focusing on the subjective experiences and perceptions of individuals, designers can create spaces that are 
meaningful, authentic, and reflective of the community they serve. The essence and uniqueness of a place are 
defined by the spirit of the place, which connects the tangible and intangible components of the environment. 
As the intangible quality that gives a place its unique character and atmosphere, the spirit of the place 
encompasses the feelings, moods, and attitudes associated with a place, as well as the cultural and historical 
context that shapes its identity. The outcome of this research showed that the essence of a place lies in the 
perceptions and experiences of its inhabitants, rather than its physical structures and historical artifacts. 
 
Keywords: spirit of the place; tangible values; intangible values; atmosphere; transcendental approach; 
hermeneutic approach. 
 
Introduction 
The genius loci concept is one that has been around for quite some time and is often referred to as the "spirit of 
place". It has been used in literature, history, and even in the sciences to describe the unique energy and 
atmosphere that certain places have (Vecco, 2020; Stepanchuk, et al., 2020). 
Studied by scholars of Roman history, geography, philosophy, and architecture, this concept refers to a sense of 
place, the unique character or spirit of a place, and the protection of place identity. Defined as Stimmung, or the 
atmosphere of particular areas, it addresses the intimacy of a place, its significance, its deepest essence, and its 
quintessential elements. It is also related to spiritual sites, which act as shields for genius loci, and can be 
understood as the “spirit of a place” (Christou, 2019). It speaks through the senses and the imagination 
stimulated by its environment, history, culture, and myths, and it can be experienced by attending a place for a 
long time and expecting until it reveals itself. This spirit of the place is the intangible (Masterson et al., 2017) 
quality that gives a place its unique character and atmosphere. It encompasses the feelings, moods, and attitudes 
associated with a place, as well as the cultural and historical context that shapes its identity. It is this spirit of the 
place that connects the tangible and intangible components of the environment, forming the essence and 
uniqueness of a place. 
The concept of genius loci is rooted in the idea that people who spend time in a particular place create its 
atmosphere and character. These individuals, often referred to as the genii of a place, play an active role in 
shaping their environment and act as caretakers who constantly transform the space. By their presence, 
interactions, memories, and connections, they contribute to the creation of a unique identity and spirit for that 
place. The influence of people on genius loci extends beyond mere physical presence. It encompasses the shared 
experiences and perceptions of the “spirit of the place”, which is defined by The International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), as the top-down interpretation of monuments and sites as significant places 
that require conservation, protection, rehabilitation, or enhancement. However, when the interpretation of a 
place is limited to institutions, the essence of genius loci can be lost. The place becomes a signpost for 
predetermined values and loses its intrinsic meaning. 
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Robert Passfield (2005) defines genius loci as intangible heritage value and cultural resource. The author refers 
to the spirit of a place as an entity that makes an environment a vibrant living or working place, or inhabited 
landscape. Furthermore, the genius loci communicate the patterns, meanings, and images that bring together 
and arrange the setting's environmental components into a meaningful and understandable whole within 
conscious or felt boundaries, as Passfield stated “a gestalt that transcends the meaning of the sum of its 
constituent parts”. By doing so, it helps the visitor to understand surroundings transmitting a sense of usefulness 
and continuity, and displays a traditional way of life that connects the past and the present. The genius loci is 
evoked by the physical characteristics of the cultural resource of the environment, and the activities dynamic at 
various levels - space usage. It communicates a strong sense of authentic place by illustrating the personality and 
value of the cultural resource in relation to surroundings. 
Phenomenology, as a philosophical approach that focuses on understanding and describing lived experiences, 
perceptions, and consciousness, can be used in the interpretation of these phenomena. It seeks to uncover the 
essence of subjective experiences and explore the ways in which individuals interact with and make sense of the 
world around them. The notion of genius loci aligns closely with phenomenological principles by examining the 
relationship between a specific place and its unique identity. As mentioned above, the concept of genius loci 
delves into the tangible and intangible components that contribute to the distinctiveness of a place, including its 
physical characteristics such as landscapes, buildings, and natural elements, as well as the cultural and historical 
factors that shape its character. Phenomenology as a philosophical perspective has shed light on previously 
ignored phenomena of human experience, reformulated philosophical questions, and penetrated thought in 
almost all fields of scholarship over the last 100 years (Tymieniecka, 2002). The attempt to describe and 
understand phenomena such as caring, healing, and wholeness as experienced by individuals who have lived 
through them is at the heart of phenomenology (Draucker, 1999; Geanellos, 1998; Maggs-Rapport, 2000; Moran, 
2000; Wojnar & Swanson, 2007). 
This paper will present the meaning of genius loci by understanding how people influence their perception of the 
environment, emphasizing the necessity to shift the focus from signifiers of the past to the users who make the 
place in the present. 
 
Phenomenology: Husserl VS. Heidegger 
Phenomenology is the philosophical study of the meaning and objectivity of human experience (Wylie, 2015), 
used to explore the lived experiences of individuals (Neubauer, Witkop and Varpio, 2019). Developed by Edmund 
Husserl in the early 20th century and has since been adapted and applied in various areas of study (Wylie, 2015; 
Gallagher, 2022). Best characterized as a method rather than a set of doctrines (Gallagher, 2022), 
phenomenology involves developing an appreciation for the ontological and epistemological assumptions that 
underpin different approaches (Neubauer, Witkop and Varpio, 2019) and can be divided into two main 
approaches: transcendental and hermeneutic (Neubauer, Witkop and Varpio, 2019). 
The transcendental approach is rooted in Edmund Husserl's philosophy and aims to uncover the essence of a 
phenomenon through the exploration of the experience of the individual (Gallagher and Brøsted Sørensen, 
2006). The hermeneutic approach, on the other hand, is rooted in the philosophy of Martin Heidegger and 
focuses on interpreting the meaning of the individual's experience (Qutoshi, 2018). Therefore, understanding 
the key philosophical and methodological differences between these two approaches is essential for successfully 
conducting phenomenological research (Neubauer, Witkop and Varpio, 2019).  
Husserl's approach to phenomenology is based on two key concepts: phenomenological reduction and the 
bracketing of preconceived ideas. These concepts play a central role in the process of his phenomenological 
research with the fundamental objective of uncovering the essence of phenomena through a process of eidetic 
variation and imaginative variation (Dowling, 2007). This process requires the reduction of natural attitudes 
and assumptions, as well as the bracketing of preconceptions in order to gain access to the phenomena in 
their givenness. Hence, Husserl's approach focuses on the analysis of consciousness and its intentional objects. 
This method emphasizes the importance of intuition and the reduction of empirical content in order to access 
the pure essences of phenomena. Therefore, Husserl's approach to phenomenology is characterized by a 
process of conscious awareness and the elimination of preconceived ideas in order to gain access to the 
essence of phenomena. 
According to Husserl, the goal of phenomenology is to uncover the underlying structures of conscious 
experience (Dowling, 2007). He thus sought to make conscious experience more transparent and to reveal the 
essence of phenomena (Sadala and Adorno, 2002). Through a method of phenomenological reduction and 
bracketing, Husserl believed that the essential meaning of the phenomena could be uncovered (Reeder, 2010). 
To this end, he wrote extensively on the topic of phenomenology, and his work has been studied and discussed 
extensively (Zahavi, 2002; Pivčević, 1970; Porter, 1998; Patocka, 2018). In his book, Husserl's Phenomenology, 
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Spiegelberg (1960) provides a brief introduction to Husserl's work (as well as a thorough overview of his ideas 
and their implications) and presents an in-depth examination of Husserl's epistemology and approach to the 
scientific endeavor. Finally, Husserl's phenomenology has been used to shed light on the implicit 
preunderstandings of the world (Spiegelberg, 1960). This approach has been used to provide a clearer 
understanding of the individual's relationship to their society, as well as the implications of Husserl's 
phenomenology (Jennings, 1986). Furthermore, many nurse researchers have adopted Husserl's approach to 
phenomenology in order to study and understand the relationship between an individual and their society 
(Paley, 1997). 
Martin Heidegger's Being and Time is a cornerstone of the phenomenological philosophical tradition (Mackey, 
2005). Heidegger's interpretive phenomenological philosophy is encapsulated in his concept of being in the 
world. (Mackey, 2005; Heidegger, 2005). This concept suggests that when we are “thrown” into our world, we 
must interpret the world in order to make sense of it. In this interpretive process, humans relate to their world 
in terms of the possibilities that are available to them. Heidegger suggests that there is a distinction between 
the things that we encounter and the tools that we use to encounter them. For Heidegger, things are 
encountered as they are, and tools are used to shape our experience of them. His approach to phenomenology 
has sparked much debate among scholars and researchers alike. Heidegger introduces the concept of “Dasein” 
for which there is no English equivalent (Heidegger, 2005). It is a term used to refer to humans “existing” in 
the world (Heidegger, 2005). His perspective emphasizes the concept of “Dasein”, wh ich refers to the 
individual's unique way of being in the world (Smith, 2013). This approach to phenomenology is closely linked 
to hermeneutics, which involves interpreting and understanding the meaning of a text (Koch, 1995; Watson, 
1971). The idea of the “lifeworld” is also an important concept in Heidegger's phenomenology (Flood, 2010). 
This concept stresses the idea that each individual's realities are different and that the world is experienced 
and interpreted differently by each individual (Flood, 2010). Heidegger never wrote explicitly of 
phenomenology as a research method (Johnson, 2000) and his philosophy is situated within hermeneutics and 
his notion of “lifeworld” which suggests that individuals’ reality is constantly changing (Flood, 2010).  
Heidegger's phenomenology is not associated with positivist approaches to social science, which further 
suggests that it does not have the methodological implications usually ascribed to it (Paley, 1998).  
Edmund Husserl's phenomenology, on the other hand, is a branch of philosophy that focuses on the study of 
experience (Dowling, 2007), and it is often used in a variety of disciplines (Sadala and Adorno, 2002). At the 
core of Husserl's approach lies the notion of phenomenological reduction (Reeder, 2010), which is the process 
of suspending the belief in the existence of the world in order to examine the experience of the world (Zahavi, 
2002). This is a key concept in phenomenology that sets it apart from Heidegger's approach, as it allows 
Husserl to focus on the essential structures of consciousness, as opposed to Heidegger's focus on the concrete 
aspects of experience (Pivčević, 1970). In addition, Husserl's approach to phenomenology is largely concerned 
with epistemology and scientific endeavor (Porter, 1998), whereas Heidegger's approach is concerned with 
the individual's relationship with his or her society (Spiegelberg, 1960). Furthermore, Husserl's approach is 
characterized by an emphasis on clarifying our implicit preunderstandings of the world (Jennings, 1986), which 
differs from Heidegger's focus on interpreting the world (Patocka, 2018). Finally, Husserl's approach to 
phenomenology is often used in nursing research (Paley, 1997), as it allows the researcher to explore the 
subjective experience of the patient in a more detailed manner. To summarize, Husserl's approach to 
phenomenology differs significantly from Heidegger's in its focus on the essential structures of consciousness, 
epistemology, and the preunderstandings of the world. (Figure 1) 
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Figure 1. Comparison of transcendental and hermeneutic Phenomenology (Neubauer, Witkop and Varpio, 
2019) 

 
Heidegger's approach to phenomenology can be clearly distinguished from Husserl's in terms of their 
respective philosophical tones. Heidegger's phenomenology is more interpretive in nature, while Husserl's is 
more positivist (Paley, 1998). Husserl's phenomenology follows a more scientific approach to research, making 
use of experimentation and empirical methods. However, Heidegger's phenomenology takes a more 
interpretive approach, focusing on the individual's experience and interpretation of the world (Heidegger, 
2005). Thus, Heidegger's approach to phenomenology is distinct from Husserl's in terms of its interpretive and 
hermeneutic nature (Johnson, 2000). 
 
Essence of Place: Designing with Genius Loci 
Designing with genius loci involves understanding the unique qualities and characteristics of a place and 
integrating them into the design process (Grazuleviciute-Vileniske et al., 2021). This approach requires a deep 
exploration of the history, culture, and context of the place, as well as an understanding of the needs and desires 
of the users (Roszczynska-Kurasinska et al., 2021; Daugelaite et al., 2021). By studying the spirit of the place, 
designers can develop a deep appreciation for its essence and create designs that resonate with its users.  
It is undeniable that the long-standing concept of genius loci has been re-emerging in the literature (Strecker, 
2000). Although the notion has its foundations in the ancient world, it has been re-interpreted in the modern era 
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(Norberg-Schulz, 1979). German thought has identified genius loci as “Stimmung”, which translates to the 
atmosphere. This article discusses the concept of genius loci, proposing a reflection on its meaning. Additionally, 
it reviews the changes that have occurred in understanding the concept over the last forty years (Barnes, 2004). 
Pretzet spoke about genius loci – The Spirit of Monuments and Sites in Quebec at the 16th General Assembly of 
ICOMOS, Scientific Symposium (Petzet, 2008) about how the genius loci of destinations is not a static 
phenomenon, but rather a complex, living thing that is shaped by the intangible and tangible elements in its 
environment. The results of the study are a set of recommendations, taking into account the preservation of 
genius loci and the formation of urban environment identity (Stepanchuk, et al., 2020). Loukaki (1997) suggests 
an example – the Acropolis of Athens, that presents different schools of thought on genius loci and shows the 
purposefulness of the analysis of contested ideas. Hence, in order to better understand the concept of genius 
loci, it is important to consider the various schools of thought that have shaped it (Girard & Vecco, 2019; Petzet, 
2008). One of these schools of thought is the instrumental value school, which views genius loci as something 
that can be used to enhance the environment and the experiences of those who inhabit it (Strecker, 2000). 
Another school of thought is the intrinsic value school, which views genius loci as something that can be 
experienced and appreciated on its own (Norberg-Schulz, 1979; Prokopis A. Christou, 2019). Finally, there is the 
German school of thought, which views genius loci as something that is deeply rooted in the culture and history 
of a place. All of these schools of thought have contributed to the modern conception of genius loci, which is 
now seen as something that shapes the way people experience places (Barnes, 2004; Loukaki, 1997). 
Designing with genius loci (Królikowski et al., 2019) also requires a shift in focus from imposing a predetermined 
design onto a place to actively listening and responding to the needs and aspirations of the community. This 
approach requires a collaborative and participatory design process, where designers engage with the community 
in meaningful dialogue and co-create spaces that reflect their values to uncover the unique qualities and 
characteristics of a place. (Tsenova, et al., 2022, Theodora, 2020; Zaleskienė and Gražulevičiūtė-Vileniškė, 2014). 
Applying phenomenology to the concept of genius loci is a powerful tool for understanding the significance of a 
place (Alhazmi and Kaufmann, 2022; Randles, 2012). Phenomenology in this context can be used to explore the 
experiences of the people who inhabit a certain place, as well as the personal and cultural meanings that they 
have attributed to it (Jimenez, 2013). Through the hermeneutic approach, the researcher can gain insight into 
the nuances of the place and the perspectives of those who inhabit it (Randles, 2012). Through this process, 
designers can create spaces that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also meaningful and relevant to the 
people who inhabit them. For designers, it is necessary to consider the historical and cultural significance of a 
place, as well as its physical features and spatial organization. They can draw inspiration from local materials, 
architectural styles, and traditional design elements to create a sense of place and cultural identity. By involving 
the community in the design process, designers can gain valuable insights and perspectives that enrich their 
understanding of the spirit of the place. Incorporating these insights into the design process can result in spaces 
that foster a sense of belonging and connection, as well as promote sustainability and resilience in the community 
(Jayakody et al., 2018; Khemri et al., 2020). Hence, by understanding the spirit of the place, designers can identify 
key elements and patterns that contribute to its unique character and atmosphere. The limitation of this 
approach is visible in the qualitative research method that investigates subjective experiences, and while it can 
provide valuable insights, there are certain drawbacks associated with its use (Sheets-Johnstone, 2019). The 
collected data cannot lead to results generalization and the outcomes of this type of research are only applicable 
to the specific contexts and cases being studied. When comes to the interpretation of personal experience, there 
is a risk of bias and subjectivity it may not be suitable for studying large-scale social phenomena. It is important 
to consider the cultural and historical contexts of the subject in order to conduct meaningful research and draw 
valid conclusions. The designers should engage in a process of active observation, participation and immersion 
in the local context. All mentioned steps of the process result in designs that are in harmony with the spirit of 
the place and enhance existing qualities of space. The shift in focus from signifiers of the past to users of the 
present is a key aspect of designing with genius loci. 
The essence of a place is a nebulous concept. There is no rigorous definition of the concept in the literature. 
Nonetheless, some characteristics can be considered. A place's spirit reflects the structure of interdependences 
among multiple components at various scales, linked in a latent order that should be interpreted using 
hermeneutic processes (Zeleny, 2007). Because of their nature, places express the relationship between history 
and present life. Despite the constant change of physical assets, this order remains a permanent element in 
urban dynamics. Returning to the initial value distinction, we know that hard values are tangible and reflect 
specific relationships and correlations in the space between multiple elements, whereas soft values are 
intangible (Vecco, 2020) (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2. Interaction among relationships and values. (Vecco, 2020) 

 
The influence of people on genius loci extends beyond mere physical presence. It encompasses the shared 
experiences and perceptions of the “spirit of the place”, which is defined by The International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), as the top-down interpretation of monuments and sites as significant places 
that require conservation, protection, rehabilitation, or enhancement. 
This shift in interpretation recognizes that the essence of genius loci lies in the experiences and perceptions of 
the people who interact with a space. The contemporary understanding of this phenomenon is centered around 
the idea that a place's unique character and atmosphere are shaped by the people who have a close relationship 
with it. Because cultural heritage is fundamental to human development, contemporary conservation doctrine 
is generally open to many areas and trends of contemporary thought, attempting to absorb and integrate a wide 
range of theoretical notions from philosophy, cultural anthropology and sociology, human geography, political 
and economic sciences, humanities, and so on. 
The notion of space and place has been a fundamental concept in the philosophy of humankind and is deeply 
rooted in the collective imagination. Space is defined as a physical area or volume that exists or is thought to 
exist within the universe (Murray and Rov, 1985). It is an essential element in our physical and virtual landscapes 
and it plays an important role in the way we perceive the world. Space allows us to make sense of our 
environment and to measure distances between objects. The place is the result of a specific combination of 
different tangible and intangible elements, ancient and newly built environments (architecture), stones and 
people, therefore they become fundamental elements for the resilience capacity. The concept of genius loci is 
used to capture the essence of a place by means of design (Vecco, 2020). The places are characterized by their 
unique and different economic, cultural, social, and emotional qualities and relations. Hence, they are considered 
social aggregates of communication, community, and numerous values, which become essential for their genius 
loci. Therefore, the destruction of the tangible dimension of a place does not necessarily mean the disappearance 
of genius loci. From space to place to genius loci and essence of place, the correlation between each element 
plays a fundamental role in creating our lived experience of the world around us. It is believed that a place 
emerges from an interaction of the environment and the human sensorium, in such a way that not only seeing 
but also the other senses, like hearing and smelling, have a role to play (Strecker, 2000). Phenomenology gives 
us the means to examine and analyze intangible elements of our lived realities (Figure 3). 
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Figure 3. Interplay of Space, Place, and Genius Loci 
 

Lived experience represents a series of events in an individual's life. The essence of identity is the ownership of 
these events, and metaphysical learning sees identity as a fundamental characteristic of being (Hajdeger, 1982). 
The perspective of Weichhart, Weiske, and Werlen in the Place Identity and Images (2006) focuses on users as 
bearers of place identity (Kalandides, 2012). The authors distinguish three types of place identity: (1) 
identification refers to the ways in which people (groups or individuals) understand and recognize places, as they 
do other objects, assign them characteristics and particularities; (2) being identified as addresses the ways people 
are recognized in their relations to place or origin, and (3) identification with is about the ways that people 
incorporate place into their own identity construction. In this context, place identity includes both, inseparable 
aspects, the external physical characteristics of an environment and the subjective perception of those 
characteristics. The image of the place, which represents the collective mental perceptions of a place, is 
inherently intertwined with place identity and should not be separated from it. 
Constructing the identity of a place doesn't stem from inherited memories but rather arises from the users of 
the space and their events in the present moment, thus shaping the genius loci of their environment. This 
perspective recognizes that the spirit of a place is not fixed or static, but constantly evolving and shaped by the 
people who inhabit it.  
In order to fully grasp the essence of genius loci, it is crucial to recognize the importance of the subjective 
experiences and perceptions of individuals within a place. This approach allows us to delve into the unique 
qualities and intangible aspects that contribute to the spirit of a place, beyond its tangible elements. People are 
embedded in their world, implicated in a constant process of action and response, as Arnold Berleant (2002) 
states continuing Yi-Fu Tuan (Tuan, 1979): a physical interaction of body and setting, a psychological 
interconnection of consciousness and culture, a dynamic harmony of sensory awareness all make a person 
inseparable from his or her environment. Traditional dualisms, such as those that distinguish between the idea 
and the object, the self and others, inner consciousness and the external world, dissolve in the integration of 
person and place. People who share a close relationship with a particular place also share experiences and 
perceptions of what is commonly referred to as “the spirit of the place” (Alyani and Herlily, 2019). Therefore, 
experiencing genius loci requires a shift in focus from the physical and historical aspects of a place to the lived 
experiences and subjective perspectives of its inhabitants. 
 
Discussion and Conclusions 
The conceptual framework of this paper presents the shift in focus from imposing a predetermined design, and 
preservation of built heritage, to emphasizing qualitative values of place. The presented research implies that 
experiencing genius loci requires a shift in focus from the physical and historical aspects of a place to the 
subjective perspectives of its inhabitants and lived experiences. 
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Phenomenology, as a theoretical starting point in research, is a philosophical approach that emphasizes the study 
of lived experiences. The necessity to address the active role of individuals in shaping the genius loci of a place is 
essential in contemporary interpretations. The influence of individuals, their experiences, perceptions, and 
interactions with a place are fundamental in shaping the spirit of the space. The unique character and 
atmosphere of the surroundings encompasses the feelings, moods, and attitudes associated with a place. 
Furthermore, the cultural and historical context shapes its identity and connects the tangible and intangible 
components of the environment forming the essence of the place. The true essence of a place lies, not in its 
physical structures or historical artifacts, but in the people who inhabit it and shape its atmosphere.  
Genius loci is commonly associated with the concept of authenticity, and refers to both tangible and intangible 
qualities of sites, as well as fabric and human activities, associating this with inherited values. Hence, rather than 
imposing a homogenous design that merely aims to protect the built environment, this paper emphasizes the 
user’s perspectives on the value of the surroundings. The research outcomes in the theoretical field of Designing 
with genius loci implied that the existing patterns of space usage play a significant role in the perception of the 
spirit of the space. The ways people use space and interact with elements of the environment, the activities they 
engage in, and the social dynamics that unfold within, all contribute to the essence and character of a place. 
These patterns of space usage reflect the values, preferences, and cultural practices of the community, and 
contribute to a sense of belonging and identity. By preserving and enhancing the existing patterns of space usage, 
designers can ensure that the spirit of the place is not lost in the pursuit of progress. The presented research 
showed that engaging in dialogue with the community and involving users of the space in the design process 
ensures that the design reflects the values, aspirations, and identities of the community, creating a sense of 
ownership and pride. Through this shift in focus, the design process becomes a means of empowerment, allowing 
the community to shape their environment and express their cultural identity. This approach recognizes that a 
place is not a static entity, but a dynamic and evolving organism shaped by the actions and interactions of its 
inhabitants. Therefore, the design process should be adaptable and responsive, constantly seeking feedback 
from the community. The goal of the process should be to adjust to an ever-changing context and space usage 
in an urban environment. This collaborative and participatory approach allows designers to create meaningful 
and relevant spaces for the people who inhabit them. The focus is to capture and represent these intangible 
qualities in the design, creating spaces that evoke the spirit of the place and resonate with the community. 
The presented paper is limited to theoretical. In the future, research could follow the direction of improving 
guidelines in architectural design for the areas of great significance for the identity of the environment. 
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