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ABSTRACT

Worldwide, researchers are working together to achieve the common goal of producing new
scientific knowledge. Development of ICT facilitated communication, exchange of information
and collaboration between scientists, and paved the way to increase in number, size and diver-
sity of collaborative research projects. The number of the research partnerships is also growing
because they are considered to be the critical element of the innovation landscape and the
knowledge-based economy. As such, they stand at the core of national and subnational re-
search and innovation strategies, and are supported by the wide range of funding programmes.
This trend is about to continue in the future. Nevertheless, very few studies investigate experi-
ences and lessons learned from collaboration.

This paper presents and analyse the process, forms and the effects of collaboration in the
,Learning Economies. Modelling Community-Led Local Development for the Sustainable Eco-
nomic Trajectories of the Negotin and ZlatiborRegions‘Italy-Serbia bilateral research project.
Based on the concept of territorialisation as crucial for regional sustainability, and by appre-
ciating different “ways of knowing” that intersect in face-to face communication, it attempts
to theorise and discuss the role of workshops (as spatially localised and material events) in
collaborative research, in ever more virtual and global research environment.

Keywords: collaborative research, sustainable regional development, workshops, community
led local development, learning economies
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Introduction

Traditionally, althoughdifferent types of relationships between research ersexisted, much re-
search wasdoneby individuals. Today, we are witnessing the almost opposite situation - the
dynamic rise of collaborative research in various disciplines, enabled by technology, econo-
my and politics.Perceived as acritical elements of the innovation landscape and the knowl-
edge-based economy (“learning economy”) (Lundvall& Johnson 1994) research partnerships
are promoted through research and innovation strategies at national, subnational and supra-
national levels.Collaborative research projects are financedthrough the wide range of funding
programmes and these programmes support not only interdisciplinary and inter-sectorial, but
also international cooperation in research.

Following this trend, in the last two decades, research on collaborative research is rapidly
evolving too. In general, it focuses on thecollaborative research practice and performance in
relation to different tasks and forms of collaboration (Knight & Pettigrew2007). Literature on
collaborative research is well developed in education and project management studies, as
well as in bibliometrics/sciento metrics(Katsouyanni 2008). In relation to regional development,
althoughnumerous collaborative research projects were conducted in practice, very few studies
investigate forms, process and lessons learned from collaboration.

Besides that, there are different constraints in collaborative research recognised by scientists,
and one of them is the translation of knowledge between different scientific disciplines, cultures
and professional practices (Katz et al.1997, Ylitalo et al, 2006). Development of information
and communication technologies (ICT) facilitated virtual communication, the exchange of infor-
mation, and collaboration between scientists, but proved not to be sufficient. This puts forward
face-to face communication, in which “ways of knowing” may intersect in collaborative manner,
and that can be achieved through workshops organised in real space and time.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to explore and analyse the process, forms and the
effects of collaboration, by using case-study methodology, in order to theorize the role of
workshops in collaborative research projects for regional development.In the first part of the
paper we set conceptual and theoretical framework for analysing collaboration in collabora-
tive research projects. We first introduce the concept of collaborative research and then focus
on the meaning, forms and functions of workshops as a places and techniques for achieving
collaboration. The second part of the paper presents and analyse an example of collaborative
research project - the ,Learning Economies. Modelling Community-Led Local Development for
the Sustainable Economic Trajectories of the Negotin and Zlatibor Regions®, and discuss the
role of workshops in enabling interdisciplinary and international collaboration as a basis for
scientific advancement and sustainable regional development.

Concept of collaborative research

What is collaborative research and why is it important?

Collaborative research can be generally be defined as “researchers working together to achieve
the common goal of producing new scientific knowledge”(Kishk Anaquot Health Research
2008:1). In more narrow sense, it is “a research effort done by research groups from different
disciplines (interdisciplinary collaboration), either belonging to the same country (national) or
to more than one country (international) or it may be a parallel research effort by groups from
different countries applying the same protocol across various locations or a combination of the
above” (Katsouyanni 2008:1).

In the context of policy oriented research (that relates science to local development), the truly
collaborative research “involves respecting and understanding the participants and recognizing
the knowledge and capabilities of the local people who can work with researchers to obtain
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analyses and solutions”(KishkAnaquot Health Research 2008:2). It refers to how differently-sit-
uated stakeholders (researchers, policy makers, practitioners, communities, etc.) may come
together in a productive and well-integrated ways to address the different dimensions of the
challenges in relation to development (Gonsalves 2014).

The basic premise of collaboration in anyproject is that it increases productivity, enables better
problem-solving, boosts communication and improves human resources.The advantages of
collaborative research relate not only to exchange and production of new knowledge, but also
to the production of new relations (Kishk Anaquot Health Research 2008). In both research
and policy support for collaboration in research, it is assumed that continuity in collaboration
matters for strengthening scientific and interpersonal links, and that both elements contribute to
the quality of research outcomes (Henderson 2002, Intervention Logic H2020).

Collaboration is performed inreal life forms (conferences,presentations, meetings, workshops)
or as a virtual collaboration (virtual ambience for conferences, presentations, meetings). The
literature on collaboration in research, thatexamines therole of communication and the effects
of physical and social proximity,acknowledges thatspatial proximity seems to encourage collab-
oration since it tends to generate more informal communication (Katz et al.1997). It points out
that, although ICT made it possible to overcome physical distances in collaboration, physical
proximity still matters, especially for the collaborative research in social sciences which aims to
contribute to regional development.

Workshops in collaborative research

Workshops can be conceptualised as spatially localised and material events that can be or-
ganised in many forms and produce many positive outcomes. In that sense, they can function
as places for cooperative learning,but also asa technique that supports dialogthrough which
different perspectives on issue under investigation emerge and confront.Besides that, work-
shops may be organised as settings and events that enablesharing stories and experiences,
and exchange of knowledge through which new ideas and solutions may emerge.In another
form, they may create a situation for team-work and cooperation, through which new relations
may be constructed.

In theorising workshops, Graham et al. (2015) discuss the meaning of the workshop as both
noun and verb. As a noun, workshop is a place where certain types of activity happen, while
as a verb it means to work something through and make something together. For them,good
workshops have several key characteristics: it is a place for drawing out thought; a place for
sorting things out; a place of design and creative problem-solving;it is aform of encounter, and
can also be seen as form of research. Different forms of structuring workshops enable different
forms of social interaction. Materials and bodies influence relations and ways of knowing, as
well asimprovisation and emergenceof skills of “thinking on feet” as specific and productive in
workshops (revising andimprovising). This perception of workshop enables thinking on its role
in research project as “value of what lasts beyond space and time” (Graham et al. 2015: 414).
In collaborative research, workshops can be organised in different forms depending of the pur-
pose. Usually they are conducted in the form of seminars, focusing on some particular subject,
in which everyone present is requested to actively participate. This format of the event, empha-
size free discussion, exchange of ideas, and demonstration of methods of practical application
of skills and principles. Workshops can also be organised to include set of activities designed
to promote learning, discussion, and feedback about some topic. In some cases, workshops
can function as a brief, intensive course for a small group which emphasizes problem-solving,
and in the case of collaborative research, this is performed when a new technique is introduced
to the research team.
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Collaborative research in practice: experiences from “learning economies” italy-ser-
bia bilateral project

“Learning Economies. Modelling Community-Led Local Development for the Sustainable
Economic Trajectories of the Negotin and Zlatibor Regions™: Concept, goals and networks?

Current debate on local development highlights the importance of its place-based dimension.
The emerging approaches (Stimson et al.2011), while recognizing that development is framed
by exogenous factors, attribute a much more significant role to endogenous forces. This ap-
proach has been translated into European policies and regulations with the concept of Com-
munity Led Local Development (CLLD). CLLD can mobilise and involve local communities and
organisations to contribute to achieving the Europe 2020 Strategy goals of smart, sustainable
and inclusive growth, fostering territorial cohesion and reaching socio-economic policy objec-
tives (Battaglini 2016).

In that context, the main aim of the research project ,Learning Economies. Modelling Commu-
nity-Led Local Development for the Sustainable Economic Trajectories of the NegotinandZlat-
iborRegions"is the identification and construction of a CLLD-intervention model on the regional
sustainable development paths. This model will be the core section of a feasibility study for
the implementation of a proactive decision-support web-platform (fsWP) providing a valuable
interface between firms, communities, authorities with solution-oriented innovative approaches
in a public and participatory dimension.

This bilateral collaborative policy- focused research project stems from two previous case-stud-
ies and aims to contribute to their further regional development:1) the region of Eastern Serbia
— Municipality of Negotin, and 2) the region of Zlatibor — Municipality of Cajetina. In relation to
their regional development, Learning Economies project aims to: a)Valorise local milieu and
cultural and economic potential of the territories, b)Support local strategic visions and policies
with “decision aiding” data, instruments and tools, c) Inform the Italian and Serbian tourist and
agro-food companies wishing to operate in the regions involved in the project.

The project is based on understanding of the concept of Community Led Local Development
as a process of “territorialisation”. Territorialisation is perceived as co-production of society and
environment, in which both have agency. It refers to “a process in which communities (although
in unbounded networks) perceive the specific nature and characteristics of their place, attribute
symbols to resources and to local peculiarities, and reify,structure and organise space.” (Hor-
lings et al. 2016, p.6).Territorialisation describes the dynamics and processes in the context of
regional development, driven by collective intentionality and stretching beyond localities and
geographical or administrative boundaries.Operationalisation of the concept of territorialisation
is a methodological challenge that Learning economies project is about to address by using
different quantitative and qualitative research methods and techniques.

In working on CLLD-intervention model collaborative research team would:

«  Analyse and map the territorial characterisation of the regions and their local heritage
dimensions through the interpretative perspective of Territorial Capital (TC).

+ ldentify and map perceptions meanings and values attributed to TC by the local institu-
tions and communities.

«  lIdentify and map the main strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats of CLL
sustainable development's paths of these regions in order to further promote bilateral
economic and commercial cooperation between Italy and Serbia.

«  Analyse and cluster the collected good practices of agricultural and tourism firms towards
the adaptation and mitigation of the Climate Change impacts, environmental protection

2 This part of the text is based on the Research proposal for Learning Economies project (Battagli-

ni2016).
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and place-based development.

+  Analyse and cluster good practices of environmental and sustainable development gov-
ernance cases collected at policy level.

The research project ,Learning Economies” is part of the “Executive Programme for Scientific
and Technological Cooperation Betweenthe Italian Republic and The Republic of Serbia for
The Years 2016-2018".2 It is considered to be a Joint Research Project of “Particular Rele-
vance” (“Progetti di Grande Rilevanza” aisensi della I. 401/90) and has been granted a finan-
cial contribution from Italian Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della Cooperazione Internazionale,
Direzione Generale per la Promozione del Sistema Paese (MAECI). The partners in this project
are: Fondazione Di Vittorio (ex IRES - Istituto Ricerche Economiche e Sociali) from Rome,
University of Belgrade-Faculty of Architecture, Universita Di Roma La Sapienza (Facolta di
Architettura), Universita di Sassari - Facolta di Architettura and University of Belgrade- Faculty
of Philosophy, Institute of Architecture and Urban & Spatial Planning of Serbia (IAUS) and Ris-
erva Naturale dei Monti Navegna e Cervia. The research team is interdisciplinary and includes:
sociologists, urban planners, archiects, spatial planers, landscape architects.*

Process, forms and outcomes of collaboration through workshops in “Learning
economies” project

"LEARNING ECONOMIES"
process and outcomes
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Figure 1:Process, forms and outcomes of collaboration in “Learning economies” project

The work on the project was organised for a 3-year period, giving special importance to
semi-annual workshopsthat took place in Serbia and ltaly. These workshops had different char-

3 The institutions in charge of the co-ordination of this programme are for the Italian Party: Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Directorate General for the Country Promotion (Econo-
my, Culture and Science), and for the Serbian Party: Ministry of Education, Science and Technological
Development.

4 The researchers on the project are: a) Fondazione Di Vittorio, Rome: dr Elena Battaglini (project
leader and Italian scientist responsible for collaboration), dr Pasquale Pignatale, b) Faculty of Architec-
ture, Belgrade: dr Zoran Bukanovié, dr Vladan Dokié, dr Jelena Zivkovié (project co-leader and Serbian
scientist responsible for collaboration), dr Ksenija Lalovi¢ + dr Jasminka Cveji¢ (Faculty of Forestry), ¢)
University La Sapienza, Rome, Faculty of Architecture: dr Francesca Giofre, d) University of Sassari - Al-
ghero School of Architecture: dr Arnaldo Cecchini, dr Giuseppe Onni, ) Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade:
dr Marija Babovi¢, f) Institute of Architecture and Urban & Spatial Planning of Serbia (IAUS): dr Marina
Nenkovi¢-Rizni¢, dr Nikola Kruni¢.
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acter, purpose and structure.Between workshops, research partners conducted studies and

collaborated (individually or in groups, in virtual or face-to face forms) in working on specific

tasks.Figure 1presents this process and relates it to forms and outcomes of collaboration.

Workshops were recorded, and documents and transcripts used for this study.

Workshop WSH1 - Setting the scene: introducing concepts - identifying needs. The open-

ing presentation, workshop, round table and kick-off meeting of the projectwere held on Thurs-

day 26.05.2016. at the University of Belgrade Faculty of Architecture. The representatives of

Italian and Serbian partner institutions,the representatives of national and local governments,

tourist organisations and civil sector,took part in this workshop.

«  Workshop functioned as a place for cooperative learning, sharing stories and experience,
dialog and networking.

+  Benefits of workshop were: a)Contribution to research and researchers: Learning on new
concepts and tools, strengthening ties among researchers and learning about context;
b)Contribution to regional development in Serbia: Giving voice to local communities in
recognising problems,showcasing good examples, external recognition of local heritage
and values.

In-between: Individual work on document analysis; Enlarging the research team

Workshop WSH2 - Methodological workshop & ltalian good practice: The methodological

workshop,organised as a set of presentations and discussions, took place in Rome, at the Di

Vittorio Foundation on 14" and 15" November 2016. Partners fro Di Vittorio Foundation also

organised a study trip and presentation of the Italian good practices of regional development

in RoccaSinibalda (municipality in Natural Reserve Monte and Monte NavegnaCervia). Partic-
ipants in the workshop were team members.

«  Workshop functioned as a place of drawing out thoughts, sorting things out,design and
creative problem-solving, sharing stories and experience, encounter with places of good
practice

«  Benefits of workshop were: a) Contribution to research and researchers:Learning on con-
textual issues, good practice and tools + Facing and overcoming problems: conceptual
differences between disciplines as well as contextual (between national data availability
and planning systems)were discussed through dialogue. Result was the agreement on
conceptual framework and interpretation of main concepts. This led to shift in research
strategy — from quantitative to qualitative research. b) Contribution to regional develop-
ment: Giving a credit to local Italian good practice — increasing visibility, recognising qual-
ities, connecting people.

In-between: Individual and collaborative work — designing final conceptual methodological

framework for the research; Preparing collaborative workshop;Enlarging the research team.

Workshop WSH3 - Collaborative workshop — values and perceptions

on resources. The workshop with stakeholders and the semiannual meeting of the project

were held at the University of Belgrade Faculty of Architecture on 8thand 9 thof June 2017.The
goal of the workshop was to explore perceptions and values that national, regional and local
stakeholders attribute to local heritage of Zlatibor and Eastern Serbia(Negotin) region.

»  Workshop functioned as a place of dialogue, learning and networking

*  Benefits of workshop were: a) Contribution to research and researchers:
Facing and overcoming problems: conceptual differences on local/regional values and
heritage between stakeholders were discussed through dialogue. Result was the con-
ceptual agreement on what is local heritage and how it is be valued. b) Contribution
to regional development:Recognition oflocal heritage and empowerment of local
stakeholders.
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Inbetween: Individual and collaborative work to identify and analyse what already exists on
WEB for Regional Development in Serbia (content, form/presentation and networking).
Workshop WSH4 — Research workshop + Italian good practice. The re-
search workshop took place from the 14" to the 16" December 2017 at the Di Vittorio Foun-
dation in Rome.The main aims of the workshop were: a) To identify what already exists on
WERB sites and platforms in Serbia (related to the development of regions under investigation),
how relevant information and web sites are connected, and to evaluate availability and
usefulness of existing Web supply for different user groups; andb)To discover the gaps
between supply and expressed needs for WEB related to the development of Negotin/East
Serbia region and Cajetina/Zlatibor region,in order to give recommendations for the concept of
Learning Economies (LE) web platformand feasibility study.

*  Workshop functioned as a place of cooperative learning,drawing out
thoughts, networking, sharing stories and experience, encounter with
places of good practice

*  Benefits of workshop were: a) Contribution to research and research-
ers:Learning on contextual issues and new tools, networking, co-creation of concept
for CLLD MODEL. + Feasibility study of Web Platform, b) Contribution to regional
development: Recognition oflocal heritage and empowerment of local stakeholders.

Planned activities for 2018 are: In-between: Individual and collaborative work on
Feasibility study of Web Platform (fs WP) and MODEL; Workshop 5: Synthesis work-
shopon Feasibility study and MODEL; In-between: Individual and collaborative work on
MODEL PRESENTATION; Workshop 6: Verification of model with local stakeholders in
Negotin (East Serbia Region) and Cajetina (Zlatibor Region). Final Presentation to ltalian
and Serbian national, regional and local partners in Belgrade.

Discussion and Conclusions

Analysis of content, structure, process and experiences of LE collaborative research project
shows thatdifferently designed and conducted workshops may perform various functions. In
our case they functioned asplaces of sharing stories and experience, of drawing
out thoughts, of sorting things out, of cooperative learning, of encounter with
places of good practice and networking, but also as places of dialog, design
and creative problem-solving.|n that sense, our results highlight the importance of think-
ing on workshop/ping, as both noun and verb, as both places and actions.

Workshops may have different positive outcomes for research and regional development, and
various beneficial effectson both researchers and communities. It is shown that each Learning
Economies workshop event had its specific planned outcomes, but also that some of non-
planned benefits occurred, too.Workshops enabled new understanding of researched issues,
acquisition of new knowledge, creation of new ideas, and worked as a place for dialog that
enabled overcoming differences. But they also generated experiences that resulted in strength-
ening the ties in research team, and functioned as places where local communities’ heritage
and assets were recognised and appreciated.

When drawing conclusions from our experience in “Learning Economies” project, network con-
tinuity, structure and size seems to matter and to contribute to the quality of research process
up to now. Previous links between some researchers generated open attitude and trustamong
team membersthat further positively influenced team-work and share of knowledge and expe-
riences. At the same time, international, interdisciplinary small-size team of researchers, espe-
cially through workshop formats, managed to overcome conceptual and contextual differences,
and work together for mutual goals of the project.

Finally, it isimportant to recognisethe role of the workshops, not only as single event,but as a
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part of the research and collaboration process. Organised as set of eventsduring a research
process, workshops function as places for cooperative learning and creative problem-solv-
ing,through which new relations are formed and strengthened among researchers, but also
between related communities. In that sense,when evaluating collaborative research outcomes,
it is important to recognise productivity of the process, not only of the published products.
This study has certain limitations that relate to the fact that the project is“a work in progress”,
to be finished at the end of 2018. In that sense, the scientific results can’t be evaluated as
the outcome of the research collaboration. Also, the policy dimension of the projectand its
influenceon the regional development can't be observed at the moment. But what is sure and
supported by new initiatives, is that the new knowledge on placeand the modern tools for
regional developmentwere produced, as well as the personal advancement and ties among
this international and interdisciplinary team of researchers, that will lead future collaborative
research efforts. And for this - we should thank our continual and multi-beneficial face-to face
workshop experiences.
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