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RESPONSIBLE HOUSING IN VIENNA: CHALLENGES OF CURRENT 
DEVELOPMENT, PRESENTED ON THE CASE OF ASPERN RESIDENTIAL 
QUARTER 
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ABSTRACT 
Considering the indicators of global consultant companies, such as “Mercer“, Vienna has been placed among 
the leading cities by the quality of life and public housing for decades. In the other side, this situation is not 
relevant to the population without Austrian citizenship, who is pretty much excluded from many social 
advantages given by Austrian state and its capital. Moreover, the city has welcomed many new inhabitants 
from all parts of Austria and the World last years, which has brought into question housing affordability among 
all social classes. The administration of Vienna realised the necessity to built new residential estates few 
years ago, in order to decently accept the increasing number of immigrants as a “driving-force” for city 
economy. Nevertheless, challenges are great. This paper will present the development of Aspern district at the 
eastern edge of Vienna. This is currently the largest residential project in progress in the city. Hence, it is a 
good reflection of the ongoing housing development in Vienna. The challenges in the development of Vienna 
and Aspern will be taken in account as a basis for the guidelines in conclusion, because public housing in 
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Vienna resembles pretty much to the housing with tenant rights in the former Yugoslavia and it is hereby a 
relevant model to direct housing in Serbia.1 
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