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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the role of urban design as a tool to redevelop demographically and
economically shrinking cities, which are becoming more and more frequent across the .world.
Traditionally, scholars and practitioners position urban planning, the second “pillar” of urbamstn,. as
the main tool to deal with the problems caused by urban shrinkage. Despite this widespread opinion,
urban design cannot be omitted in urban policies for shrinking cities, but its role is still insyfﬁcnently
defined. Therefore, this paper is the review of the theoretical knowledge and the best practlce' about
the potential of urban design to redevelop shrinking cities and its parts. To properly deﬁpe this role,
urban design is compared with urban planning. Final results from the comparison determine how the
role of urban design can be further improved in this process.

Key words: Shrinking cities, urban design, urban planning, city redevelopment, urban policy
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I INTRODUCTION — BASICS ABOUT SHRINKING CITIES

Shrinking cities are becoming a ‘new normality’ in modern urban development. Their main characteristic
is a population loss, mainly caused by the bad performance of local economy. Just in Europe,
approximately 20% of all bigger cities were shrinking in the period 1990-2010 Wolff & Wiechmann,
2017). Some cities, like Detroit and Cleveland in the USA, have been shrinking for decades (Kaufman,
2011). Hence, this phenomenon has received the attention of both scholars and practitioners, who
have recently embraced the concept of shrinking cities (Fol & Cunningham-Sabot, 2010).

The ongoing scientific efforts in this concept are concentrated on redevelopment solutions for affected
aties. Two intentions are differentiated into two types of solutions: (1) the reurbanisation based on
economic renaissance and (2) customisation to the current state with the prevention of the further
economic and demographic decline (Hospers, 2014). Both types concern the entire urban areas to
properly understand local urban shrinkage and respond to it. Moreover, urban shrinkage as a
phenomenon is very complex and multifaceted, which requires the introduction of comprehensive
innovations in urban development (Jessen, 2006). Therefore, urban planning is the main domain to
deal with the issue (Antonic, 2018).

The other pillar of urban development — URBAN DESIGN — is usually omitted as a possible solution
in this constellation. This paper aims to determine the role of urban design as a tool to redevelop
shrinking cities.

2. SHRINKING CITIES AND URBAN DESIGN

Urban design as a tool in urban development is mainly orientated to micro-interventions in urban
space. In built-up areas, such projects are usually used in urban renewal (Fig. 1), to prevent the
(further) physical and physical decay of an open public space, urban block or quarter (Djuki¢, 201 1).
Urban design projects are not just sole physical interventions in urban space, but they also form its
new sense and perception and the formation of new social relations in it (StrauB, 2012). This underlines
that urban design offer also the multi-dimensional solutions that matter shrinking cities.
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Figure 1: The completely renewed historic core of central Dresden, Germany, which has been utilised

to prevent its urban shrinkage (Author: B. Antonic)

Figure 2: The regenerated old city port in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, based on several flagship

Nevertheless, urban design has a minor role than urban planning regarding urban shrinkage. There
projects (Author: B. Antonic)

are several reasons for this. First, urban planning as a spatially broader tool enables socio-economic

. FLAGSHIP PROJECTS usually use the brownfield sites in inner city parts. These sites are mainly
the former industrial and port zones with a certain level of pollution (Haase, 2013). Due to

benefits for the entire urban area faster (Ryan, 2012). Second, physical interventions, typical for urban
design, are considered as the most expensive way to deal with urban shrinkage (Schenkel, 2012). The

; : o5 : ; !
case of a very expensive urban renewal of shrinking Dresden (Fig. 1) dlearly illustrates this obstacle. thei locaton in inner parts they highly contribute to the negative image of a shrinking city.

Third, the successful examples of urban renewal through urban design projects in shrinking cities are In the other side, the regeneration of such brownfields s regarded as a big potential for the

mainly spatially restricted to the level of urban block or neighbourhood, i.e. they hardly can impact
the entire city.

revitalisation of urban economy (Panagopoulos, 2009; Djukic & Vukmirovié, 2012). Many cities
in developed countries have used this approach (Fig. 2);
1. URBAN ARCHIPELAGO is the approach that is closely attached to urban planning. The aim is

Aithough urban design has a limited influence in this issue, it cannot be fully omitted. L. Laursen
to implement urban design projects just in those areas in shrinking cities that have higher

(2009) claims that urban design had to be able to handle the “different scenarios of urban change”, ; i fed i
regardless is it a case of urban growth or shrinkage (p. 21). The key is the adaptations of urban fagM . iy 4 et ?os“blhq o .rede'\'leop.ment bl ol
design, where its tasks must encompass three categories of improvements: visual, physical, and socio- A RS R, arcpecy Tejueet b ques w fhe DA

economic ones (Wassenberg, van Meer & van Kempen, 2007). Primarily, they had to adapt to the 3. CONCLUSIONS

current conditions of the enire urban area in shrinking process (Hollander et al, 2009). Two common The previous data indicates that urban design has an impact in the redevelopment solutions for

approaches are created: g oty 1 it i
PP o shrinking cities. Two main findings are:

Urban design cannot have the same features as in cities with urban growth. In essence, the logic
behind all urban design interventions in shrinking cities is different; it targets to revive, redevelop,
and rebrand an already existing city instead to create something new. In accordance to this, urban
design should be focused on the most important parts, with higher densities and more significant for

wider population.
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Comparing with urban planning, it is obvious that urban design has a minor role in dealing with m j Ryan, B. (2012). Rightszing Shrinking Cies: The urban design dimension. In M. Dewar & ). Manring Thomas (Eds.), The Ciy After Abandonment
urban shrinkage, but it is also noticeable that urban design can make an influence if it is adequately - (pp- 268-288). Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.
linked with urban planning. Being related to micro-urban interventions, it can be a perfect addition ‘ Schenkel, W. (2012). Regeneration strategies in shrinking urban neighbourhoods: dimensions of interventions in theory and practice (Switzerland).
to the macro-measures of urban-planning. Thus, urban design should be a phase after urban planning, ﬁL j N T N e, A Bopa kT Weymas Euk), Demegrnic Ml dnd Lucal Developent: Sivinage, Bigeactanon and
& Social Dynamics (pp. 179-186). Paris: OECD.

with a role to the further elaborate and detail urban-planning measures in the concrete physical
StrauB, C (2012). The Importance of Strategic Spatial Goals for the Planning Process under Shrinkage Tendencies. In R. Ganser & R. Piro
t; (Eds.), Parallel Patterns of Shrinking Cities and Urban Growth: Spatial Planning for Sustainable Development of City Regions and Rural Areas
— (pp- 83-92). Abingdon-on-Thames, UK: Ashgate.

environments of shrinking cities.
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