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ECOBUILT Project

 The project entitled Eco-friendly Built 
Environemtn (ECOBUILT) is implemented as a part 
of the Erasmus+ Mundus Design Measures Action 
(EMDM) in the period from February 2022 to April 
2023. The project is led by RTU in collaboration with 
researchers from UB-FA and UNIGE.

 The reason for undertaking ECOBUILT 
Consortium is based on the recognition that the 
framework of research, practice and education in 
the field of architectural and urban design faces 
numerous eco-oriented challenges and thematic 
issues such as climate change, environmentally 
sensitive development, green economy, sustainable 
cities and human settlements, and preservation of 
biodiversity and ecosystems. Above mentioned 
challenges require vital research and continuous 
improvement of curricular and extracurricular 
activities in a higher education, which should, in order 
to have a successful outcome, be transnationally 
carried out.

       Objectives

• To enhance the quality of the architectural and 
urban design higher education by pooling expert 
resources from three universities.

• To equip the future graduates of the programme 
with the knowledge, skills, and competences 
which will help them to set the trends in a 
dynamically changed environment.

• To embrace new concepts of teaching and 
learning in a subject field.

• To effectively work in different locations 
and cultures, and bridge Europe’s skills 
and competences gap in Eco-friendly Built 
Environment.

• To enhance the employability of the graduates by 
providing various learning paths in accordance 
with the-state-of-the-art trends in green 
architecture and urban greening.

• To design and develop the tracks which will 
provide an opportunity to carry out the main 
goal of the EHEA initiative – to increase staff 
and student mobility and to increase graduates’ 
attractiveness at the labour market through 
rendering talent and raising innovation.

• To secure sustainable impact on the human 
health and environment in the long run through 
graduates’ conscious efforts to design buildings, 
natural zones, cities, and villages with minimum 
effect on the environment.



Editors Note

 ECOBUILT (Eco-friendly Built Environment)
Conference aims to gather participants of various 
profiles and expertise who will present current 
approaches, tendencies and thematic practices in 
the domain of sustainable built environment. The 
conference aims to encourage and open a dialogue 
between academia and practice with the idea of 
exchanging expert knowledge, methodologies and 
approaches in the educational and professional 
arena of architecture and urbanism. The thematic 
focus of the conference is on innovative practices 
and learning and teaching skills, as well as new 
approaches to higher education in the field of 
environmentally friendly built environment through 
four challenges: green architecture, urban design, 
landscape design and restorative design.
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ECOBUILT Open House - Exhibition

 ECOBUILT Open House represents the 
promotional activity of the results of the ECOBUILT 
project and is realized in the form of a thematic 
exhibition in the hall of the University of Belgrade - 
Faculty of Architecture. 
 
The results presented through the exhibition are: 
 
· Analogous Maps Student Workshop realized 
as part of the elective courses Space and health: 
ecological, cultural and psychological influences 
(teacher: Dr. Jelena Ristić Trajković, associate 
professor; 3rd year of bachelor studies) and 
Contemporary Urban House (teacher: Dr. Ana 
Nikezić, full professor; 1st year of master studies; 
4th year of 5-cycle integrated studies) with the 
support of tutors (Dr. Aleksandra Đorđević, teaching 
assistant; Mladen Pešić, Ph.D., teaching assistant; 
Dr. Aleksandra Milovanović, research assistant; 
M.Arch. Dunja Dedić; M.Arch. Nenad Pavlovic). 
 
· Elective course Urban oasis (teacher: Dr. Budimir 
Sudimac, associate professor; 1st year of master 
studies; 4th year of 5-cycle integrated studies). 
 
The exhibition will be preceded by a session 
dedicated to the presentation of the concept and 
results of the ECOBUILT project as the result of the 
joint work of partner institutions.
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ECOLOGICAL 
APPROACH TO 
URBAN DESIGN: 
MEANINGS AND 
PATHWAYS 

Jelena Živković, PhD, Assosiate Professor, 
University of Belgrade – Faculty of Architecture

 It has been widely assumed that responding 
to contemporary environmental challenges requires 
a shift towards an ecological approach to how we 
plan and design cities and that ecological urban 
design can bring positive changes to urban life and 
the environment. But in practice, “ecological design” 
is often interpreted in a simplistic way (e.g., as 
“green” technical solutions) and does not use the full 
potential of the urban design – ecology nexus. 

The lecture provides an overview of 
different meanings of ecology and the ways they 
relate to urbanism in theory and practice. We explore 
how different understandings of “ecology” and 
“ecological” influence the purpose, scope, scale, and 
process of urban design. The aim is to reveal and 
discuss contemporary pathways to linking ecology 
and urban design and to outline the implications 
of the findings for architecture and urban design 
education. 

We argue that a broader understanding of ecology 
is needed if we are to respond to environmental 
challenges in a creative and place-specific way 
through urban design. In the broad sense, ecology is 
about relations and relationships in different realms, 
at different scales and times. An ecological approach 
to urban design is, therefore, not only about knowing 
when and how to implement “ecological measures” 
as instant solutions, but also how to creatively restore 
broken links and develop strategies for the new, 
life-supporting ecologies to occur. By encouraging 
ecological thinking, academic education should help 
students develop ecological literacy and worldview. 
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