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During the second half of the 20th century a widespread crisis of numerous industrial sectors2 contributed to 
the appearance of derelict industrial areas, today known as brownfields. The urban regeneration of these 
areas is indispensable for sustainable city development, with respect to its preservation and the revival of the 
industrial heritage. Industrial heritage also possesses historical, technical, social value. In addition, it 
represents a place of collective memory, whose role is important in the creation of the identity of a city and its 
citizens. The case study will be conducted in Smederevo, a city of rich and diverse cultural and industrial 
heritage, with a special emphasis on the Old Ironworks complex, which was opened in the early 20th century 
and made Smederevo an important industrial centre. The paper will present a proposal for urban regeneration 
of the complex in order to preserve the identity of this abandoned area, its better networking with the Danube, 
on whose bank it is situated, and its activation in the cultural life of the city. This will be done by comparing 
local context in Smederevo, with an emphasis on the presentation of industrial and cultural heritage, with 
theoretical settings and the examples of the good practice of urban regeneration through the enhancement of 
local identity. 

 
Keywords: industrial heritage, brownfield, identity, city, Smederevo 
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